
WOMEN STANDING TOGETHER

https://twitter.com/ESCRNet
https://www.facebook.com/escrnet
https://www.instagram.com/escrnet/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6zEhaZ_pRgdXcWCPYZoL8A


INTRODUCTION 
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Thank you to the women human rights defenders in ESCR-Net that generously and bravely shared their experiences in the survey and
online conversations. A particular thank you to Veronica Vidal, Orfe Castillo Osorio and Cristina “Tinay” Palabay for supporting the
elaboration of the survey and the online conversations. This report has been developed by Valentine Sebile and Ruben Kondrup with
support from Marylu Bautista.
It is important to note that the information gathered does not pretend to paint an exhaustive picture of the situation faced by WHRDs,
but is rather an attempt to gather insights into the situation of WHRDs in ESCR-Net and understand how ESCR-Net can better support
WHRD members under threat. 

1.

2.



Most common
threats faced by

WHRDs
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THREATS FACED BY WHRDS



E S C R - N E T  |  W O M E N  S T A N D I N G  T O G E T H E R :  L O O K I N G  T O  T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  O F  W O M E N  H U M A N  R I G H T S  D E F E N D E R S  R E P O R T 0 3

PERPETRATORS OF ATTACKS AGAINST WHRDS 

Main perpetrators of
attacks against

WHRDs 
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WHRDs face threats from a range of state
and non-state actors.. However, as a
result of patriarchal norms and values
permeating societies and at times human
rights organizations and social
movements, WHRDs often find
themselves excluded from participating
fully in organizational decision making
processes. This leads to further
invisibilization, discrimination and
marginalization of WHRDs, making them
more isolated and as a result more
vulnerable to attacks. 

MAIN OBSTACLES WHRDS FACE

Obstacles faced by
WHRDs in ensuring

their security or
.accessing justice
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Strategies used by
WHRDs to stay safe and

support others 

STRATEGIES USED BY WHRDS TO STAY SAFE & SUPPORT OTHERS
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3. ESCR-Net has previous experience with organizing women only spaces that could provide important learnings going forward, such as 
....in-.person exchanges for grassroots women leaders as well as a dedicated WhatsApp group for grassroots women leaders. 
4. This was the highest priority in terms of supporting WHRDs identified in the online survey. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS




