THIS AFFIDAVIT HAS BEEN MODIFIED TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE 

DEPONENT.

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned,

SH

Hereby make oath and state:

1.
The facts herein fall within my personal knowledge unless is otherwise 

apparent or otherwise stated and is to the best of my knowledge true and 

correct.

2.
THIS PARAGRAPH OMMITTED TO PROTECT CONFIDENTIALITY

3.
I am a volunteer of the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). Because of my 

fear of victimization I request that my name be treated as confidential and that 

I be referred to as "SH".

4.
I am the mother of two children. My first-born is a girl aged 12. My son was 

born on 18 July 2001, and is presently in intensive care in Sebokeng hospital. 

In this affidavit I want to tell the Court about my son.

5.
I was diagnosed with HIV in 1997. At the time I was doing my matric. I had a 

skin rash and my teacher advised me to go to the clinic to check for sugar 

diabetes. Later, people came to my school to talk about HIV, and then I 

decided to ask the nurse to check my blood. I was positive. I am not the first 

one in my family. My cousin died of AIDS when she was 25.

6.
I was not properly counseled, but I was lucky to be referred to a support 

group called Bambanani which works in our area. Through Bambanani I 

learnt more about HIV/AIDS, and for some time I worked as a counsellor for 

Bambanani, and received a small payment.

7.
When I became pregnant this year I first went to Natalspruit hospital in 

Thokoza because at the time, I was living with the father. I went to this 

hospital because I had a serious back pain. I was admitted to the hospital and 

during this period I got very sick, fever and my body became very weak. The 

Doctor told the sister to do an HIV test on me. At this stage even though I 

knew my status I had not mentioned this to the hospital. 

8.
A counselor arrived and in an open ward with one other patient, the counsel 

began talking about HIV. I was very upset because I did not want other 

people to know about my status. She then took my blood and I did not even 

sign consent for this test. 

9.
I knew about Nervirapine for reducing the risk of my baby getting HIV from 

me. This was from Bambanani, the organsation that I used to work for. 

Brenda Thomson the counselor with Bambanani wrote me a referral letter to 

take to Chris Hani Baragwanath (CHB) hospital. This was on the 13th March 

2001. I went to CHB on the 14th March 2001. 

10.
At CHB they gave me a tablet of the drug called Nevirapine. They wanted to 

give me some drops for the baby when it was born, but because they said the 

amount would depend on the weight of the baby I said I would come back 

after he was born. They said this must be before three days have passed. A 

photocopy of the package I was given, together with the instructions and the 

tablet is attached as annexure SA(1).

11.
During my sixth month of pregnancy I became very sick and was told I had 

Hepatitis B. The doctors at the hospital just sent me away with pain killers. 

12.
On July 18th in the morning I had a severe pain, but I didn't think I was going 

to give birth as I was only seven months pregnant. I told my sister that I 

needed to go to the hospital and she called an ambulance. When I was in the 

ambulance the nurse said he thought I was going in to labour. After I arrived 

at the hospital the nurse said that I was already 8cms dilated.

13.
Because I did not know that I was in labour when the ambulance took me 

from home I did not bring the Nevirapine tablet with me. At Sebokeng hospital 

I told the doctor that I was HIV positive. But they could not give me Nevirapine 

because it was not available. I was very tired as my recent illness had made 

me very weak. 

14.
I gave birth to a boy. They took my baby away because he was very small. 

They told me he was in Ward 7. 

15.
I still wanted my baby to have the Nevirapine after he was born, but because 

he was so small they could not take him to CHB. I asked them for an 

ambulance, but found out that the hospital had arranged a bus to transport 

my premature baby to Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital. I felt that this was 

not safe, so he did not receive the medicine.

16.
Now it is too late. It worries me to think that my baby didn't get the drops. I 

feel very angry. I don't want to think about whether my baby may be HIV 

positive. I have to wait for 18 months until they can tell me. This is very 

painful.

17.
As a mother I believe that women, like me, who have HIV should have the 

right to take steps to try to protect our children.

___________________________

DEPONENT

THUS SIGNED AND SWORN TO ME AT ………………………………. On this 

day of ……………………………2001 by the Deponent who has declared that she 

has read this affidavit, understands the contents thereof and has no objection to 

taking the prescribed oath, and regards the same as binding on her conscience.

__________________________________

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
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