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1.This document builds on cross Network discussions involving dozens of ESCR-Net members over the past two years and was drafted through a collaborative 
process by several ESCR-Net members. These include: Adalah - The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights; Al Mezan Center for Human Rights; BAOBAB for 
Women's Human Rights; Comisión Colombiana de Juristas; Dr. Amanda Cahill-Ripely on behalf of the Economic and Social Rights Academic Network (ESRAN); 
Escuela Nacional Sindical (ENS); Evelyne Schmid, Associate Professor at the Center for Comparative, European and International Law of the Faculty of Law, 
Criminal Justice and Public Administration at the University of Lausanne; Georgian Young Lawyers Association (GYLA); Just Associates (JASS); Karapatan; 
Minbyun - Lawyers for a Democratic Society; Mwatana for Human Rights; Peace Track Initiative (PTI); Spaces for Change; The Democracy and Workers Rights 
Center (DWRC); Unión afrocolombiana de trabajadoras domésticas (UTRASD); Women’s Legal Centre (WLC); Women’s Rehabilitation’s Center (WOREC) 
2.https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/vienna-declaration-and-programme-action
3.Dwyer, Amy, Women Human Rights Defenders: Left behind in the women, peace and security agenda, Policy Brief 02 /2020, Center for Women Peace and 
Security, London School of Economics, lse.ac.uk/women-peace-security/assets/documents/2020/PBS01Dwyer.pdf
4.Charmes, Jacques, The unpaid care work and the labor market. An analysis of time use data based on the latest world compilation of Time Use Surveys, 2019 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---gender/documents/publication/wcms_732791.pdf
5.For more information on ESCR-Net’s analysis of Care Work and the Economy of Care, please read “A New Social Pact on Care is Urgent”, ESCR-Net, 7 April 
2021 https://www.escr-net.org/news/2021/new-social-pact-care-urgent

- The World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna

4 5

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/vienna-declaration-and-programme-action
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---gender/documents/publication/wcms_732791.pdf
https://www.escr-net.org/news/2021/new-social-pact-care-urgent


- United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
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6.  International Rescue Committee, 4 Ways the War on Yemen has Impacted Women, last updated on 20 December 2019. https://www.rescue.org/article/4-
ways-war-yemen-has-impacted-women-and-girls#:~:text=The%20conflict%20has%20destroyed%20health,likely%20to%20get%20far%20worse. 
7. See A/HRC/46/54 and all previous COI on Syria reports cited in this report, see also MADRE and WILPF's report
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/SYR/INT_CEDAW_NGO_SYR_17381_E.pdf
See also, “I ripped the IV out of my arms and started running” Attacks on Health Care in Yemen, Mwatana for Human Rights, 18 March 2020
https://mwatana.org/en/i-ripped-iv-out-of-my-arm/ 
8. See A/HRC/46/54 and all previous COI on Syria reports cited in this report, see also MADRE and WILPF's report
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/SYR/INT_CEDAW_NGO_SYR_17381_E.pdf
See also, “I ripped the IV out of my arms and started running” Attacks on Health Care in Yemen, Mwatana for Human Rights, 18 March 2020
https://mwatana.org/en/i-ripped-iv-out-of-my-arm/ 
9. Committee against Torture Decides First Complaint on Sexual Violence in Conflict, The International Justice Resource Center, 5 September 2019
https://ijrcenter.org/2019/09/05/committee-against-torture-decides-first-complaint-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict/ 
10. Sexual Violence in Conflict, Report of the Secretary General, 14 March 2013, A/67/792–S/2013/149
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1325944_0.pdf 
11. Starvation Makers: The use of starvation by warring parties in Yemen, Mwatana for Human Rights, September 2021 https://mwatana.org/en/starvation-
makers/ 
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https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/46/54
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12. For more information on the situation of sexual and gender minorities in conflict-affected situations, read: “When merely existing is a risk: sexual and
gender minorities in conflict, displacement, and peacebuilding,” International Alert, 2017 https://www.international-alert.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Gender-Sexual-And-Gender-Minorities-EN-2017.pdf
13. Council on Foreign Relations, Women’s Participation in Peace Processes, https://www.cfr.org/womens-participation-in-peace-processes/
14. Report of the Secretary General on Women and Peace and Security to the Security Council, paragraph 7 (d), S/2020/946 , 25 September 2020. Document
available in several languages at: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3888723?ln=en
15. Fact Sheet: The Situation of Rural Women in the Gaza Strip, 2020, Al Mezan Center For Human Rights,
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/16027025531100.pdf
16. Resolution of the Government of Georgia №762, 31 December 2014, Tbilisi: https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2667876
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- Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)
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https://undocs.org/en/S/2020/946
https://www.escr-net.org/member/al-mezan-center-human-rights
https://www.geneva-academy.ch/joomlatools-files/docman-files/UN%20Declaration%20on%20the%20rights%20of%20peasants.pdf
https://www.international-alert.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Gender-Sexual-And-Gender-Minorities-EN-2017.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/womens-participation-in-peace-processes/
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17. The Gali district is one of the districts of Abkhazia in the Eastern coast of the Black Sea in North Western Georgia. While Abkhazia is recognized by most
States as part of Georgia, Georgia lacks control over the territory. 
18. Public Defender of Georgia, The Human Rights Situation of the Conflict-Affected Population in Georgia, 2016, p. 43
19. The Conflict in Northeast Nigeria’s Impact on the Sexual and Reproductive Rights of Women and Girls, Center for Reproductive Rights and Legal Defence
and Assistance Project
http://reproductiverights.org/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Conflict%20in%20Northeast%20Nigeria%27s%20Impact%20on%20the%20Sexual%20an
d%20Reproductive%20Rights%20of%20Women%20and%20Girls_1.pdf 
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http://reproductiverights.org/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Conflict%20in%20Northeast%20Nigeria%27s%20Impact%20on%20the%20Sexual%20and%20Reproductive%20Rights%20of%20Women%20and%20Girls_1.pdf
https://www.escr-net.org/member/center-reproductive-rights-crr
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20. For more on the analysis of ESCR-Net members on the political economy of violence, see: Cristina Palabay, Francisco Mateo Rocael
Morales, Miguel Martin Zumalacarregui, and Ruben Kondrup, “Confronting Systemic Racism Globally”, Open Global Rights, October 16, 2020
https://www.openglobalrights.org/confronting-systemic-racism-globally/?lang=English 
21. In the course introduction “Conflicts from the gender perspective: differentiated impacts, peace building and access to international
protection mechanisms” [original: "Los conflictos armados desde el enfoque de género: impactos diferenciados, construcción de paz y acceso
a mecanismos internacionales de protección”], Institut de Drets Humans de Catalunya, 2019. Available at: https://www.google.com/url?
q=https://www.aulaidhc.org/es/cursos/conflictos-armados-desde-enfoque-genero-impactos-diferenciados-construccion-paz-acceso-
mecanismos-internacionales-proteccion-4-edicion.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1626009572464000&usg=AOvVaw1agcTKS8r-
YQJULAIJAZOO 
22. See Cahill-Ripley, A and Hendrick, D (March 2018), Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Sustaining Peace: An Introduction,
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Quaker United Nations Office, and Lancaster University, p.24 http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/escr-
peacebuilding/files/2018/03/Economic-Social-and-Cultural-Rights-and-Sustaining-Peace-Report-2018.pdf; Early Warning and Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, The UN Office of the High: Commissioner for Human Rights, 2016. 
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DEFINING CONFLICT-AFFECTED SITUATIONS
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http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/escr-peacebuilding/files/2018/03/Economic-Social-and-Cultural-Rights-and-Sustaining-Peace-Report-2018.pdf


1.
There are strong signals for the eruption of armed violence as a result of widespread human rights
violations and abuses, especially ESCR violations, leading to tensions within the society.

2. Armed and militarized violence has erupted between states.

3.
Protracted armed violence exists between state entities/governmental authorities and organized
armed groups.

4. Armed violence exists between different organized armed groups within one country.

5.

Violence within countries has erupted but does not necessarily amount to armed conflict under
international law. This includes situations where police and/or the military and/or private security
have been mobilized, using violence to attack and silence widespread political protests.  It also
includes situations where there is/has been widespread violence between non-state actors or
against a specific group of people (based on racial, ethnic or religious identity, etc.).

6. Situations of occupation and annexation.

7.
A group of people demanding their right to self-determination, including within the context of
colonialism, with outbreaks of systematic and widespread violence.

8.
Situations involving corporate actors committing widespread violations of environmental and human
rights against specific communities, and where they have indirectly or directly participated in
violence involving private or public security forces against resisting communities.

9. Increased militarization embedded in licit and illicit arms flows.

10. Situations where peace-making, transitional justice or peacebuilding processes are underway.
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23. Early Warning and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 2016
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/ESCR/EarlyWarning_ESCR_2016_en.pdf 
24.  ESCR-Net’s members have affirmed in the Common Charter for Collective Struggle, that a prerequisite for advancing justice and peace
must be a clear commitment to substantive equality.
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https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/ESCR/EarlyWarning_ESCR_2016_en.pdf%20
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/ESCR/EarlyWarning_ESCR_2016_en.pdf%20
https://www.escr-net.org/sites/default/files/charter_for_collective_struggle.pdf
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25. https://www.escr-net.org/parallel reporting / guide /overview#: ~:text= Discrimination %20against %20women% 20is%20often them %
20and %20their%20experiences%20differently. 
26. Claudia Fuentes - Julio and Raslan Ibrahim. “A Human Rights Approach to Conflict Resolution”, Ethics and International Affairs,
September 2019. 
27. Examples include articles 2 and 7 of the Universal Declaration for Human Rights ( https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-
declaration-of-human-rights), articles 2, 3, and 7 of the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights
(https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights) and articles
2, 3 and 26 of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights )
28. CCPR Human Rights Committee, Gen. Comment No. 28 Article 3 (The equality of rights between men and women) (Replaces general
comment No. 4) CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.10; CCPR Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 18: Non-discrimination (37th Sess.,
1989); Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 16: The Equal Right of Men and Women to the Enjoyment
of All Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (art. 3 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), (34th Sess., 2005),
U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2005/4 (2005) [hereinafter CESCR Committee, Gen. Comment No. 16].; CESCR Committee, Gen. Comment No. 20;
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, General Recommendation No. 25: on Temporary Special Measures (article
4, Paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women), (30th Sess. 2004) U.N. Doc. A/59/38
(2004) [hereinafter CEDAW Committee, Gen. Recommendation No. 25]
29. Other provisions include article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and General Recommendation 25 of the Committee to
Eliminate all forms of Racial Discrimination on gender related dimensions of racial discrimination (56th session, 20 March 2000). 
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https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2019/a-human-rights-approach-to-conflict-resolution/#easy-footnote-14-79833
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
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30. https://www.refworld.org/docid/43f3067ae.html
31. In addition to human rights frameworks, International Humanitarian Law has also stipulated equality as in: Geneva Conventions I-IV
Common Art.3; Geneva Convention on POW art.16; article 14(2) and a number of other specific to women prisoners inter alia, 25(4); 29(2);
49(1); 88(2)(3); 97(4); 108(2); Geneva Convention IV on Civilians Art.27; Additional Protocol I art 9(1) and 75(1); Additional Protocol II
Arts.2(1); 4(1); 7(2)
32. Maryam-Al Tibi, Carine Metz Abu Hmeid, Mona Rostom and Howeida Jaffar, “The Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic and Containment
Measures on Palestinian Women Workers in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip”, August 2020, Democracy and
Workers Rights Center http://dwrc.org/en/1/42/466/The-Impact-of-the-Covid-19-Pandemic-and-Containment-Measures-on-Palestinian-
Women-Workers.htm

30- Article 7, General Comment 16 of the UN Committee on ESCR
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https://www.refworld.org/docid/43f3067ae.html
http://dwrc.org/en/1/42/466/The-Impact-of-the-Covid-19-Pandemic-and-Containment-Measures-on-Palestinian-Women-Workers.htm
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33. Cahill-Ripley, A. ‘Foregrounding Socio-Economic Rights in Transitional Justice: Realising Justice for Violations of Economic and Social
Rights.’ Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, vol. 32, no. 2, 2014, pp. 183-213 at pp.196-201.
34. South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa Report 1998, Vol. 4
Institutional and Special Hearings (South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission 1998, p. 318 and para. 144
35. https://www.escr-net.org/parallel-reporting/guide/overview 
36. United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), available  at: https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-
6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/WPS%20SRES1325%20.pdf 
37. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
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https://www.escr-net.org/parallel-reporting/guide/overview
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38. See article on UN Women’s website, “20 years on, COVID-19, conflict and backlash test the women, peace and security agenda”, 19
October 2020, 
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/10/covid19-conflict-and-backlash-test-the-women-peace-and-security-agenda 
and article by Ambassador Anwarul K. Chowdhury, “20th Anniversary of UNSCR 1325: Much Remains to Be Done”, 30 October 2020, on
Interpress Service News Agency https://www.ipsnews.net/2020/10/20th-anniversary-unscr-1325-much-remains-done/ 
39. https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26538&LangID=E 
40. See also UN Women policy brief no.19 by UN Women and Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA), Covid-19 and
Conflict: Advancing Women’s Meaningful Participation in Ceasefires and Peace Processes, 2020, https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-
library/publications/2020/08/policy-brief-covid-19-and-conflict and Katarina Mustasilta, From Bad to Worse? The Impact(s) of Covid-19 on
Conflict Dynamics, Institute for Security Studies, European Union, 11 June 2020 https://www.iss.europa.eu/content/bad-worse-impacts-
covid-19-conflict-dynamics 
41. "Women’s Participation in Peace Processes”, Council on Foreign Relations, https://www.cfr.org/womens-participation-in-peace-
processes/ 
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42. United Nations Office of the Human Rights Commissioner, “Women Human Rights Defenders”, September 2014,
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/WHRD/OnePagerWHRD.pdf 
43.For more information on the situation of human rights defenders in the world, read the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights defenders, to the General Assembly, A/76/143, 19 July 2021
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/196/67/PDF/N2119667.pdf?OpenElement 
44. Dwyer, Amy, Women Human Rights Defenders: Left behind in the women, peace, and security agenda, Centre for Women Peace and
Security, Policy Brief 02/2020
https://www.lse.ac.uk/women-peace-security/assets/documents/2020/PBS01Dwyer.pdf 
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WOMEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE STRUGGLE

-  Centre for Women Peace and Security

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/WHRD/OnePagerWHRD.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/196/67/PDF/N2119667.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.lse.ac.uk/women-peace-security/assets/documents/2020/PBS01Dwyer.pdf


E S C R - N E T  |  B U I L D I N G  S U S T A I N A B L E  P E A C E :  T R A N S F O R M I N G  C O N F L I C T - A F F E C T E D  S I T U A T I O N S  F O R  W O M E N  1 2

45. According to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), “forced evictions and displacement from homes and land
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